
  



US astronaut visits Tunis Planetarium         

TUNISIAONLINENEWS- On Friday, the Tunis Planetarium (Cité des Sciences) played host to the 

press conference chaired by the American astronaut Robert Louis Behnken who is currently paying a 5 

day visit to Tunisia from May 21 to 26. 

Robert Louis Behnken is taking part in a special program including a video conference that is also 

screened at the university of Sousse and  Gafsa, on Friday dubbed “a journey in the space”, during 

which he will present his space experience knowing that he has participated in two space missions 

including the most recent one which was held in February 2010 during which he spent 30 days in 

space. 

He will pay on May 22 a series of visits to schools in Greater Tunis. On May 23, he will meet at the 

Tunis Planetarium (Cité des Sciences), youths from various regions nationwide. 

On May 24, he will give a lecture at the University of Sfax and will visit a local school. 

 

During the press conference, the astronaut expressed his willingness to transfer his childhood dream 

to become an astronaut to Tunisian children he will meet during his visit, as well as to answer their 

questions concerning space missions in which he took part. 

http://www.tunisiaonlinenews.com/


Concerning his 2 space missions, the American astronaut logged over 1000 flight hours on 25 different 

aircrafts. Behnken had accumulated over 378 hours in space, including 19 hours of spacewalk time. 

He also expressed his great joy for carrying out during one of his space missions the Tunisian flag 

along 12 days and for 1, 7 million miles. He will bring the Tunisian flag during his meeting with young 

children on Sunday. 

Robert Louis Behnken, also hailed the level of the Tunisian experts working in NASA, “who have 

certainly brought something from Tunisia that led to their success”, said Behnken. 

Accordingly, he also expressed his gratitude to the Tunisian government for giving him the opportunity 

to visit Tunisia. He also extended his gratitude to the Tunis Planetarium for organizing scientific events 

within the framework of the Tunisian – American scientific cooperation and celebrating the 2010 as 

the International Youth Year. 

“I am happy to take part in a new generation of astronauts whose principals are based on cooperation 

and mutual understanding”, said Robert Louis Behnken. 

Finally, the astronaut received from Mr. Mohamed El Hedi Ben Isamail, the Director of the Tunis 

Planetarium, a medal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



American astronaut on visit to Tunisia                                      
   

TUNIS, May 21, 2010 (TAP) - American astronaut from the US 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Robert Louis Behnken said he was 
honoured to visit Tunisia for the first time and meet with Tunisian pupils and students fond of 
astronomy. 

The American astronaut, who is paying a visit to Tunisia on May 21-26, said at a news 
conference held on Friday at the City of Sciences, that in his February 2010 space mission, he 
had carried with him flags of several countries, including Tunisia’s. 

“Tunisia’s flag flew 2.5 million kms in space,” he specified, adding that the initiative was meant 
to convey to the extra-atmospheric space a message of peace and tolerance for mankind. 

Mr. Robert Louis Behnken voiced consideration to Tunisia for the skills of its scientists working 
in NASA, emphasising the important role incumbent upon Tunisian scientific associations, such 
as the City of Science, in stepping up scientific exchanges and expertise and disseminating the 
culture of science and knowledge. 

At the City of Sciences, the American astronaut made a video-conference on the different 
stages of his space trip in onboard a space shuttle. 

The video-conference was attended by students from the Sousse and Gafsa universities. 

Lieutenant Colonel of the US Air Force and astronaut at NASA, Robert Louis Behnken, an 
engineer, 40, will visit on Saturday, May 22 schools of Greater Tunis where he is to meet 
several youths fond of aviation and astronomy. 

He is also to lecture, on May 24, at the university of Sfax. 

Robert Louis Behnken had taken part in two space missions, STS-123 and STS-130. He had 
spent nearly 30 days in space. 

  

 



Réalités  

May 13, 2010 – P7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tunis - La Cité des Sciences hosts an astronaut  

L’Observateur 

May 14, 2010 

P10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



La Cité des Sciences hosts an astronaut  

As Sabah 

May 15, 2010 - P4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



US astronaut, Robert Benhken : I carried Tunisian flag in a trip to space. 

As shourouq 

May 22, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



US Astronaut Robert Benhken : Tunisian Flag Flew in Space 

As Sabah 

May 22, 2010 – P5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Le Renouveau 

May 22, 2010 – P3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yes the Tunisian Flag Flew twelve days out of the earth planet 

Sarih 

May 22, 2010 – P15 

 

 

 

 

 



I came to Tunisia to maintain cooperation principle in the scientific field 

2010-05-23 As Sahafa P12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

La Cité des Sciences hosts US astronaut 

LObservateur 

May 26, 2010 -  P12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

US astronaut Robert Benhken speaks to students 

Ash Shourouq  

May 27, 2010 - P 17 

 

 


